THE | 2 e 7 
5 0 7 Ah + 
* Py N N E R VVV 


IN WHICH 


2 PROTESTANT DISSENTERS 2 


PERFORM | "i 
PRAYER IN PUBLIC WORSHIP — 


| REPRESENTED AND. VINDICATED 3. 


IN 4 LETTER 
| 5 1 
THE REV. RICHARD MANT, D. p. 
© RECTOR OF ALL SAINTS', $0 UTHAMPTON ; 


„ | | 
occasoned r | 


BY HIS SERMON RD 


0 
WN e 4 n 1 . b 4 . 
25 8 n r 1 Sr : 1 . 
by ets LR: 8 5 ” * * 7 - IVES = 7 - * As . * 
RE 2 8 [ N F PF : 704 mr. CH * > TY SE IN . FOOT» Ns IE 47 2 
5 F oy l . BEG A d CEASE ot ty nn, F KS SIN Al by 1 1 & 
: d * o 4 4 D 2 1 . 2 n 


» 2 - 


: 2 AT. THE 


CONSECR ATION OF THE NEW CHOR cn, 3 
IN THAT. PARISH, . 1 


On November 12, 1795. 


5 N 1 1 7 1 oh 

sgcoοο EDITION WITH ADDITIONS.  _ | 
By a KINGSBURY, e 

A 3 a . = > 175 3 pets 3 = 


— 


PRINTED FOR . CHAPMAN, rs STREET, * 1 


e 


— 
* 
= 
. * 


- ADVERTISEMENT. 


w 5 : * 


Soon after the Author returned from the- 


Church, on N ovember the 12th; he recollected 
what he had been hearing, and drew up the out- 
line of the following Letter. He truſts that all 


impartial perſons . who can remember the re- 


ma kable parts of his Sermon, will witneſs for 
bim, that he has not aggravated any of Dr. 
| ManT's terms. If any ſhould object to his trou- 
| bling the Public with a buſineſs, that ſome may 
eonſider as merely local and tranſient; he begs it 
may be obſerved, that the Congregation, before 
whom. the Diſcourſe was delivered, was large, 
and collected from the whole Yown and Neightour- 
hocd ; and. that the impreſſions it may have left on 
many, may remain to the prejudice of the Diſ- 
ſenters, unleſs. fome means were uſed, to erate. 
them. Beſides, the Jubijtdt is a matter of gener al 
ooncern, even though the occa/ion had been more 


private. And the Writer is not without the Had 0 
that this little * mau da gad. e 


3 


_ _. ADVERTISEMENT. 
"Judices, and promote candour and charity, among 
fincere Chriſtians of different denominations. ' 


— 


| It 66 have appeared much ſookicr, had not 
the Author waited. for the printed publication of 
the Sermon, which was earneſtly expected; . but 
- fo many weeks having elapſed, ſince it was deli- 
vered, it is prefurned, fach a Wan (Fi it ever ex- 
ited) i is laid aſide, „„ 
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Advertiſment to the Second Edition 55 


| 1 "BIEN Edition being called for, the Amthor 
has made a few Seen, and Additions to the 

! Notes. „ 
A s the Author has received no „ Wöüsen on from 
= De: M. reſpecting the Letter, either in a public or 
private Manner; May not the Public as well as 

| Himſelf be authorized to conclude, that Dr. M. 
__ _racitly acknowledges the Facts ſtated are not mif- . 
repfreſented; and that the reaſonings grounded on 
them are juſt and at POR, 


2 "3 Tag. 


\ 


REVEREND ein, . 


PUBLIC manner of addreffing you, to ſtate, 


Maxon and Coxrorxarion; your own Pa- 
riſhioners, and a large number of our fellow 
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| br will 1 a fuſlicient apology for as : 


that, before the LORD BISHOP of Exeter, 
with -his Chaplain; the Chancellor of this 
Dioceſe, with the neighbouring Clergy ; the 
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Townſmen, in your Sermon at the Conſecra- 
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| whoſe Protefiant Diſſenters who do not iſe 
-a preſcribed form of Prayer. I ſhall, there- 


fore, preſent you with a fewremarks on ſome 


parts of your Sermon ;—not ſeverely to re- 
eriminate, but calmly to defend their in- 

jured character from your. miſrepreſenta- 
tions. | 


— 
\ 


The wood ese, be — the 


5 ledge of the more diſcerning part of the 
public will be a ſufficient ſhield to ward off 


any malignant effects of your aſperſions 


among tem. But there are other men, of 
narrow minds, contracted reading, ignorant, 
and bigoted, who may imagine all that 
their Miniſter ſaid was true, and that the 


- Diflenters were quite frightened, and ſunk 


down, under a conſciouſneſs of the juſtice 
7 the charge, were it to meet with no re- 
phy; ; otherwiſe this paper would not have 
been written. ; ; 


— 


N perſon » who ſeels the, generous En- ; 
2 Working ir his breaſt, 


could have taken any juſt offence at a 
| miniſter of the Church of England, for de- 
fending the forms of her Liturgy. Though 


1 differ from my brethren in the eftabliſh- 


ment, as to the bondage of an abſolute form, 


from which, (though on the moſt preſſing 
occaſion) there muſt be no deviation, and 
to which no addition can be made: x yet, 
= Sir, I am no bigot againſt all forms. I re- 

vere, I admire, I reliſh, and can heartily 
Join with. moſt parts of your prayers; and 
fo far are the Diſſenters in this town from 
_ degrading and contemning them, that I 


| doubt not many of them would have o. 


fionally attended your Lectures, had they 
not been fo unkindly aſperſed. Their Mi- 
niſter, 5 often ede in his e Dif- 


8 Not even on n the happy. prefcrvation of our be- 
loved Sovereign, from the late atrocious attack, on his 
way to and from Parliament for which „Thankſgivings 
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have been offered to Heaven by the Diſſenters, with- ö 


out waiting for a Form, with ſuch hearty unanimity 


and affection, with ſuch-** en huſaſin ' too, as I truſt 4 ö 


Dr. M. himſelf would not have accounted ( non/en/e.” + þ 


* 


* Terms which De. N. app ic er. 


| | courſes of the Liturgy with reſpe q; 9 notes 


it as a.collateral ſupport of the doctrine he 
advances; and ſometimes adopts its peti- 
tioas in 5 8 e eee Mun. Fe 7 


"Hick ki. we 1 feel 3 you, is 


| + it not natural to aſk, what neceſſity there 
. was for you to attack the Diſſenters? Could 
you not defend your own principles and 


practice, without carrying the war, with the 
weapons of abuſe, into their borders? Was 


it not a pity, when the preacher leſt the 
deſk to aſcend the pulpit, that he ſhould 


have forgotten the excellent ſpirit, and the 


| doctrine of the prayers, he had there been 


reading, and only have remembered the 


| ſhape and the form of them? Is it not to 


be lamented, that whenever his zeal ap- 
| peared, it flaſhed out, not againſt error and 
vice; not againſt pride and ſenſuality; 


not againſt thoſe who break the ſabbath, 


and t deſpiſe a ALL: nr but ame _ 


| the Manner in which fome Chriſtiant and | 


Proteflants,. of the fame faith, though in a 


Ss different communion, perform their devo- 

tions? Had you received, Sir, any provo- | 
cation from theſe people? they oppoſed | 
not, nor reviled the Church of England, -| 
' but went on quietly i in their own worfhi p; f 


they had not behaved to you with'any inei- 


vility; J can” aſſure you, on the contrary, 


that the Proteſtant Diſſe enters, with their 


Paſtor, held you in eſteem; ſpake of von 


With reſpect; and, you know, Sir, that ſome 


af them have treated you with. liberality; | 


wiſhing to cultivate good neighbourhood 


by all means conſiftent with their own prin- | 


ciples. Was it then generous, was it manly 


to treat them as you did, (when they could | 
not reply any thing in their own behalf) 


before ſo reſpectable an auditory? Were 
you kind, to ſay what might leave a diſa- 


greeable mprefſion on the minds of ſtran- | 


gers concerning the Diſſenters of this town, 
as if they were peculiarly wild and enthu- 
| fiakic.2 Is This the way to. make them youg 
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friends, and to preſerve their eſteem? 
But I further aſk, is it agreeable to your 
ſacred character, as a miniſter of the goſ- 
pel of peace, to ſtir up the dying embers of 
old prejudices into a flame; to endeavour 
|| "to raiſe bigotry, from the grave, in which 
| the candour of wiſe and moderate men had 
wiſhed it to have been, for ever buried; and 
to ſet Church People and Diſſenters one 
i] againſt another? Above all, I would aſk, 
| whether this is a time to ſow the ſeeds of 
| diſcord among neighbours ?. Is it politic, 
is it wiſely judged, when the fury of party 
ſpirit is abroad with her torch, to ſet men's 
It paſſions. on fire, for Dr. M. to give his 
countenance to any * that, 9 en- 


lj ange ſuch a "OR 15 hs 
. . Alter 
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ES... There are many very reſpetble families of 
| Dillehrers i in the pariſh of All Saints. 

f Attempts have lately been mide. to 8 
the public mind againſt Diſſenters in general, as ene- 
mies to the Conſtitution, as by law eſtabliſhed, and 
25 hoſtile to the good old doctrine of the Church of 
N Aden 1 beg leave to fay, that after a long and 
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After theſe queries, with ſurprize we 


may well put one queſtion more, and that 


is, What could poſſibly induce a gentle- 
man of Dr. M's prudence to do fo?-I can 
only think of two motives, to one or other 

of which it may be attributed: the one is, 
an overflowing zeal for the Church, which 
might make him fear leſt his pariſhioners 


but if ſo, 3 ſear his zeal has outrun his 
judgment and bis prudence, as I know 
many of his own flock cenſure the attack 
as illiberal; and as to the Diſſenters, they 
are more confirmed by his Diſcourſe than 
extenſive acquaintance with Diſfenters of all denomi- 
nations, I know no perſons more ſincerely and warmly. 
attached to the King and Conſtitotion; and as to 


T am ſure it is capable of demonſtration, that, taking in 
all denominations of Diſſenters throughout this part 
of the country, the friends to the Doctrinal Articles 
of the Church of England, are in the proportion of 
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make converts from among Diſlenters;— - 


their orthodoxy, Iwill take upon me to affirm, becauſe 


hy to two at Lins who differ from them, and I be- 
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L boom the charges brought againſt us. The 
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practice: the other poſlible motive, which 


6 enthuſiaſtical nonſenſe, K. As you 


ever, in the reaſonableneſs of their own 


occurs to my thoughts, J will not ſuggeſt ; ; 
whether it exiſts or no, I muſt, Sir, leave to 
the determination of ) your Own n beart. 3 


Sir, my buſineſs i is to defend ourſelves 


Diſſenters of the laſt age, under the name 
of © Independents,” ' were firſt attacked by 
you. They were reprefented- as pouring 
out their © extemporaneous effuſions” in 


were ſpeaking of prayer in public worſhip, | 
I wouJd obſerve, the eharge muſt relate to i 
_ worſhip 95. %% i 
; Now, Sir, the perſons that conducted chat 
: part of worſhip in the- times you ſpake of, 
were men for the moſt part, of great learn- 
0 in and abilities: * educated in 1 


„ e Day was fatal to our Church 
4 1 Religion, in throwing out a a very great number 
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ſchools, they Yo Rte ſtudied, and gra- | 
duated in the Engliſh Univerſities. Let 
their works ſpeak for them, which are full 
6 argument and ſound erudition :* is it 
likely then, is it pofſible, whatever ridicu- 
lous repreſentations the profane wits of the 
day, or party-writers might have made of 
| theſe men, that they could utter unmean- 
ing nonſenſe? FPS e ö 
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FT mide, here wo to XY extant. FE of 
1 of theſe! men, who, for the depth of their re- 
| ſearches, the variety of their learning in the Claſſics. 
and the Fathers,. and their acquaintance: with Biblical 
; knowledge, were celebrated- by their contemporaries 
of the Church of England, and are highly eſteemed 
by moderns. See, Gale's, Court of the Gentiles; 
Peli *Synopfin Criticorum ;*- the - Writings of Dr. 
| Owen againſt the Socinians and Remonſtrants : Good- 
| in,” Gorge, Howe, and hundreds of other names 
which are taken honourable notice of by thuſe who 
knew. them well; by Calamy—* Account of Ejected 
Miniſters ;%:in the Biographia Britannica; Ency- 
clopædia Britannica ;?; and even in Mr. VV coal, 
: Wa en altar kn ve eh! 
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N Aber. ad Wa Jiſown t the e lawfulneſs 
of a preſcribed form of worſhip. | Many of 
them would have uſed a Liturgy, nay 
would have continued i in, or returned to, 
the Church, had a few alterations been 
made, and ſome thin gs omitted, which 
they thought favoured of Popery, ſuch as 
moderate Church, Men themſelves owned 
were indi Herent, and which they wiſhed 
not to have been impoſed ; but ſuch was 
the temper of the times, that for ſuch 
things as theſe, near two thouſand. pious 


and laborious e were . n 


* their e 


” 4 * 


It ill not be EIFS oo Sir, tat 


| there were wild and bot-headed men in 


Several ofthe Nonconformilh Miniſters were offered 
Biſhoprics and Deaneries at the Reſtoration—an evi- 


dent proof they were not fuch | men as _ have re- 
| en „ | 


See Burnet's '* Hiſtory of his on u Times e J. 


p. 258-9. Calamy's'* Life of Baxter, vol. I. p. 142, 


ſee alſo the Reformied Liturgy at large, in the Appen- 
bat Volume, and Palmer's + Nonconformiſt's 


Ll n 


7 N. « 54> as ROD x Way CHIC 


1 RT ft OOTY. 


as oi vs He e e n f « ET 7 * + at ts 7 0K VE TY & 54 


— —— —— | — — 8 


W the army, and among the ſoCtaries, during 
me civil war, who deſpiſed learning and 
order, and ran into extravagancies. But 

W was it fair and generous, was it not unjuſt 
and unrighteous in you, to deſcribe a whole 
body of men to your audience, by the cha- 
W racteriſtics of a contemptible ſetv? Let me 
1 reverſe the ſcene, and aſk you, Sir, whether 


you. would think it right and candid for 


modern” Diſſenters to declaim againſt all 
Conſeeration and: Dedication of Churches; 


as abſurd and ſuperſtitious, becauſe” Hreh- 


biſhop Lavp uſed ſo'many ridiculous. rites 
at the Reconſecration of St. Catharine 
Creed ?% The only thing that can be 
pleaded 4 in- your favour is, that you did not 
ſo well know, as is to be withed, of whom 
you. ſpake, and were not ſufficiently ac- 


Women. with the facts of which you s af- 
firmed. 


* gee Ruſbruor ibo Collections, vol. u. p. 775 ; 
Burn Eecleſiaſticap Law, vol. Lp. 299, 2 Noal's 
8 Hiſtory of the.Puritans, voluI : 


* „ i 


againſt the Nonoonformiſts of the laſt « cen- 
tury, you deſcended to ſimilar charges 
| againſt the mode of performing. public 
| - Prayer among Diſſenters of the preſent 
I time. Lis true, you were pleaſed to hint, 
| | there might be ſome men of talents capable 
of making a decent prayer, on © the ſpur 
of the occaſion ;” butyon groſsly miſrepre- 
ſented and held up to ridicule; in a gene- 
ral way, a body of men, with whom (and 
| it is your, beſt: excuſe) you are very little 
5 acquainted. Had Dr. M. ever attended 
their meetin gs? Had he heard many of 
| their miniſters? Why then did he paſs./6 
1 lange a cenſure? Had you done the Diſſen- 
ters that honour, you would have found 
| how the buſineſs of public prayer is ma- 
1 naged by their miniſters. They are men 
who are well acquainted with the Holy 
Scripture; portions of which, taken from 
the moſt ſublime and devotional parts, after 
. being yl 1 oy meditation, ſtudy, 


hahit Feommitting 


lf | | 2 1 oY 5 I 2 : 0760 3 
| | But, Sir, from this general invective 


to memory, and arranging in much order, 
as to have them ready ad unguem; ſuitable 
to the various had of wankind, which | 
may occur, „„ DTS 20h wh n 
| 0 50 tha ſtore they obtain the principal 
materials, and moſt ſtriking expreſſions of 
their public prayers ; by uſe and habit, by 
cultivating an habitually devout temper, 
and, above all, through the aid of the Fa- 
ther of their Spirits, their ſupplications a” 
| thankſgivings are offered to Heaven, in 
great meaſure, in words which the Holy = | 
Ghoſt teacheth ;"* I mean, Sir, in ſerip-⸗ 
tural language. Their petitions, &c. are 
I methodically arranged, connected, and oo 
bined, ſo as to avoid confuſion and vain re- 
petitions; ſo comprehenſs ve as to take i in all 
the common caſes of men and ſinners; and 
yet fo diverſified as to keep off the 
dulneſs of abſolute uniformity on one . 
band; and, on the wider, to excite the ats* 2 
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| 5 tention, to 1 ed to the New -CIrcum-. 
|| ſtances, both ſpiritual and | temporal, which 
may - ariſe, in their congregations, in the 
church of God in general, and in the world 
at large. T is true, Sir, our 6 moods” (to 
uſe your own term), that is, the health of 
our body, the ſtate of our animal ſpirits, and 
the views and feelings of the mind, may 
be. various at different times ; but when 
they are not ſo. lively, our miniſters do not 
depend on what may by chance come in- 
to their heads: * but can habitually purſue 
a well known method, and can, expreſs ' 
8 themſelves. i in ſacred language (with which 
| they are well acquainted), with as much 
propriety, facility, and decency, as in a 
preſcribed form; though not with the 
patlias and variety of happier moments. 
And here, give me leave to aik, are there 
|. not ſeaſons when the reader at the deſ is 
indiſpoſed and tired? does he not ſome- 
. i yen wiſh to get en to bis Westen ; 
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! od dus is — tha, Sos _ with the care, | 
me folemnity, and the devotion, as if he 
f were in a 3 1 mood: . 
13 8 as an obj echo 8 
our mode, that the people not knowing the 
petitions beforehand, were not prepared to 
join in them with their hearts. Let me 
aſk how the primitive Chriſtians obviated 
this difficulty 3 in the earlieſt ages, and dur- 
Ing the firſt three hundred yearsafter Chriſt, - 
when there were no preſcribed Forms of 
| N 955 How! is itt in common converſation A 
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3 Ding ther time 155 Chriſt and his 3 we 
have no ſhadow of an inſtance of a preſcribed 9 8 
impoſed form; unleſs the Lord's Prone be conſidered; 
as ſuch ; but even that is not given in the ſame words 
by the different Evangeliſts who quote it, which 
would have been done, if intended as an ahhſolute form. 
Nor is it ſuppoſable, that they confined themſelues to 
that ſet oß words only, on all occaſions. It appears to 

haye been given by our great Maſter, rather as a model 
than as a furm. See Lord Chief Juſtice Hale's Me] 2 
tons on the Lord's Prayer, R 


Do people require PO? CO "Gems Do 
[| they not apprehend our meaning in a mo- 
ment, and give their reply immediately — 
But your ſtatement is not true in fact, ſo 
il fer at leaſt as it relates to the T Diſſeaters 


As is the n of Fg Primitive canine aſter 
; the Apoſtles, read the declaration of the learned 
Lord Chancellor King ; ; « It was the Prieſt that ſolely 


1 pronounced the public prayers, without the voice 


b of the people; and indeed it was impoſſible for the 
g people to reſpond, fince they had wo fixed public Form 
% Prayer, except the Lord's Prayer; which Lord's 
Prayer they frequently, though not always repeated: 
and then, as to their other prayers, every biſhop or 
ll © miniſter of a pariſh was left to his liberty and ability 
c © therein,” —See. Enquiry into the Worſhip, &c. of 
the Primitive Church, within the firſt 300 years after 
Chriſt.” I. edit. part ii. p.'33.—See alſo numerous 
Quotations from the earlier Fathers, on the ſubje& of 
Public Prayer; and Reaſonings and Concluſions 
grounded on them; from page 30 to 53, which are 
well worth the attention of thoſe meas wales to de 
further acquainted with the ſubject. . 
T0 cheſe may added Biſhop ee Obſcrvatiors ; 
g | on the Introduction of the Liturgies of St. James, St. | 
| Bafil, &c. in the Saen e eu of on N 


4 
tien part ii. p. 22 i 
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For the leder, in generbl, are fo well 
acquainted | with the different parts and 
method of prayer, that they can and do 
Join in public devotions with as much faci- 
lity and readineſs, as your people do 
W in a known and eſtabliſned form. Nay, 

I will add, that an attentive and ſe- 
rious perſon, though a. ſtranger to their 
mode, will be able with as much eaſe to 
follow their petitions, as: one unaccuſtomed 
to your form would be to join in it. And 
here, we may reaſonably aſk, ſince, as you 
ſay, people are not prepared to join in any 
prayer but a preſeribed form, ; how you came 
7% offer any petitions before your Sermon, be- 
ſides the uſual Collect, or ſome preſcribed 
form that the people knew full as well? 
Was not this an evident departure. from 
your own principles; and is not every in- 
ſtance of the like kind in your brethren, 
a tacit acknowledgement that the objection 
above-mentioned is not ſound? . 


: 5 [ 
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5 excellent Prelate obſerves; there are two 


_* team at or attempt after any other fur- 


“ ledge and abilities: Secondly, when men 
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455 to Biſhop WIE N from whom 
you gave us a long quotation, though his : 
wWritings are admirable. for their elegance, A 
yet, perhaps; neither his religious or politi- 

_ cal principles will give the deepeſt ſtamp of Wil 
authority to his ſentiments; The public 
need not be told he was inimical to the 
preſent reigning family and conſtitution, 
for treaſonable practices againſt which, he 
was found guilty by his peers; and was ba- 
_ niflied his CONT + Will you permit me to 
preſent you with the words of another Biſtop 
of. your Church, who wrote a Diſeourſe 
on the Gift of. Prayer@” That ingenious and 


© extremes which uſually hinder men from 
« . proficiency in this gift; Firſt, when 
they ſo oonfine themſelves to the belp of 
„books; and particular ſet forms, as not 


ther improvement of their own. know- . 


« Ws, Gow depend don ſudden ae 
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tions. For any one ſo to fit down and 
« ſatisfy: himſelf with his -prayer-book; or ; 
« ſome preſeript form, as to go no farther ; 
this were ſtill to remain in his infancy, 


and not to grow up. . And if it be a 
< falilt not to ſtrive and labour after this 
Ce gift, much more is it to jeer and deſpiſe 
ec it, by the name of extemppre prayer, and 


« praying by the Spirit; which expreſſions 
« (as they are frequently uſed by ſome men 
« by way of reproach), are, for the moſt 
fy part, a fign of a profane heart, and ſuch 
te as are altogether ſtrangers from the power 
and comfort of this duty.” —And again 


ſays the ſame author, © Whereas it is com- 


“ monly objected by ſome, that they can- 
not ſo well join in an unknown form, I 
« anſwer, that is an inconſiderable objection, 
and oppoſes all kinds of forms that are 
not publicly preſoribed. As a man may, 
« in his judgment, aſſent -unto any divine 
« truti, delivered in a ſermon which he ne- 
*.yex. heard before; o may he join, in his 

. 8 r fy affections, 


DE jerk + ns 


| en unto any 5 400 fre, ina prayer 
1 Which. he had never — beſore. * 
1 rom the > kinks Sr it will; 1 VOY ap- 
pear to the candid and unprejudiced mind, 
that the manner in which public prayer is 
performed by the Diſſenters, is decent and 
ſolemn, and calculated to anſwer the pur- 
poſes of devotional addreſſes to God. Their 
Wl ideas and terms are grave and connected, 
1 and frequently ex preſſed i in the facred lau- 
Wl guage of the Holy Seripture. Their mode 


is authoriacd. by the example of the mini- 


ters and churches: in the firſt. and pureſt 
ages of Chriſtianity. It is till uſed in the 
eſtabliſnhed Church of Scotland, and by 
moſt of the foreign Proteſtant churches. It 
ww: methodical, comprehenſive, contiſe; it has ſo 
much uniformity as, in language well knoten, 
to expreſs the general caſes of worſhippers; ; 
and yet admits of ſuch variely as to ſuit 
new circumſtances that may ariſe. In a 


# wy See Biſhop Wilkins « Diſedbrle* Concerning the 
Gift of Prayer,'—p. 8, 9, 10. 8th edition. 


word, it Bes ih the a Ives: of wat i in 
valuable erer e Che. 95 
made u free.“ 8 5 pig V 


"# 


Aae not't to dates] into the W 
| AT the different modes. ours and 
: it is not within my plan. I do not 
3 thoſe Who are advocates for aſorm. 
1 honour and love all ſincere Chriſtians, 
however they may differ from me in the 
exteriors of worſhip; and: williall bigotry; 


4 1 ke ? n Is ud. 1 take the 5 
the ſuggeſt what appears to me, the ſouree 9 
v3 our miſtakes, ; Concerning | prayer. The 
| ; reaſoning © of e e . on che 
J's Eo 8 ITO 

ton, 5 * Gal. v. 5 We = wy 

rs; ; ang vim to ſee this part of the ſubjet diſcoſſed, 
ſuit i may confult: Nip l Ralls ; Defence of Renio emonſtrance to 


Parliament; in Vindication of ancient Liturgie ie 
a Book entitled. SLH nmuue, written” in reply to the 
ial; Fiete anſwer to Dt Nichols, in his 
Findicarturvf obs "Digehers,'" Part iti; chap: 4. ſecond” 


ar both files to be baniſhedifrom! the world; | 
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1 N that prayer was ſolely the work of 
tte human faculties, . without any ſpecial 
: divine aſſiſtance; and that the fervour of 
ſocial devotion depended on ſympathy, or, 
iI may ſo ſpeak, was enkindled by the col- 
| Hfion of the ſocial affections. ' Indeed, Sir, 
I ſuppoſe it may be partly ſo, but not to 
ſuch a degree, as to exclude the influence 
and aſſiſtance of the Spirit of God, which 
was never once hinted at: you ſpake alto- 
- gether fo philoſophically on the ſubject, as 
if you had not heard © whether there be 
Wl © any Holy Ghoſt,” * Nay, you appeared 
do treat thoſewho profeſſed any dependence 
on his influences, without a ſet form, as 
. 5 ö Jorg: out their “ non- 
4 VET a wed 


. 1 _ 
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4 15 ike Sky to introduce here a ms 58 the 

truly venerable Biſhop. Hall; every one acquainted 

N with his celebrated writings, knows him to have been a 

great champion for the Church of England, and it is 

very remarkable, the quotation 1s m a book which 
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Taſk you, Bir us ametaphyſic cian and phile- 
1 believing 4 in the immateriality of the 
human ſoul, whether there is any thing ab- 
furd and irrational, i m the idea that the Fä- 
ther of our ſpirits ſhould have acceſs to our 
ſpirits, and direct us to good thoughts, and 
WAL us with . defires? PN harry | 
5 : „ 1 
0 Far wy it FO u et n the pious 3 «to 
6 diſhearten any good Chriſtian from the uſe of con- 
* ceived Prayer in his private devutions, and, u pon occa- 
tt fon, in the puglic. I would hate to be pouring 
& water upon the ſpirit to which J would rather gladly 
add oil. No. Let the full ſoul freely pour out it- 
« ſelf in gratious expreſſions of its holy thoughts. into 
« the boſom of the Almighty ; ; let both the ſudden 
flaches of our quick ejaculations, and the conitant | 
* flames of our more fixed conceptions, mount up ” 
from the altar of a zealous heart unto the tlirone of 
* grace, and if there be ſome ſtops and foleciſms:i in 2 
*the fervent utterance of our private wants, theſe are 
« ſo far from being offenſive, that they are the moſt 
' pleaſing. muſic in the ears of that God unto whom 
our prayers come. This is not to be oppoſed i in 
another, by any man that hath the true operations 
of grace in himſelf. And, in, (adds the amiable 
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5 71 vou, OY as one nuke Pee, ac- 5 
knowledges the exi Hence and ſuggeſtions of 3 
the Devil, whether, as it is confeſſed, that Wl 


we are expoſed to his temptations, and 
that criminals are moved and inſtigated by 
| "that worſt. and moſt malignant ſpirit; it can 
be reaſonably denied that the great and 
| god” SPIRIT ſhould excite us to, and help 
us in, that which is good, and ee in 
pouring o out our r hearts in i prayer? 
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1 aſk bu, as a alia in the Fl 205 
1 whether. the allikance of the Spirit. in 


4 praxerh, is ; hich 7 1 ae ever prac 
5 4. 4 iſed, both in private and faule. God's is a free ſpi- 

e rit, and ſo ſhould ours be in pouring out gur vol. 
4 « tary devotions upon all occafions; nothing hinders 
* but that this Liberty. and a public Liturgy dhguld be 
— 4 good friends, and go hand in hand together, and 
1 « * uboſoever would forcibly ſeparate. them, let them beo 
leit gun Blame. The over-rigorous pre of the L. 

: T fury, o the Juftling out of preaching or \conceived prayers 
| « aba newer intended by the law-makers,..or moderatt 
=> ęevernors of the church.” * See Biſhop Hall. Defeat 
of his. Remonſtrance to Parliament, „ 


A LETTER. 


babe is not de: of i in that acted on 
as the common privilege of all real Chriſtians? | 
W Does not Paul. ſay, © Likewiſe the. Spirit 
alſo helpeth our infirmities: for we know 
« not what we thould pray for as we ought; 
« but the Spirit itſelf maketh interceſſion. - 
« for us?”* Does he not adviſe the Ephe- 
« ſians to pray in or with the Spirit?“ f. 
| And does not JuDE exhort ee to 
e in or 8 the 0 Ghoſt wats a 


TY 0 


1 humbly aſk” you again, as a ; Mo HOY + 
the Church of England, whether this is not” 
| the doctrine of your own Liturgy ? You ac- 
„oosledge (Second Collect at Evening 


* Prayer), that it is from God; © all holy de- 
ders Ares, all good counſels, and all juſt works | 
d be do proceed. Lou coꝑſtantly pray in 


both Morning and Evening Service, — 


= * and. zake 1 not thy Holy ad than. 0. In 
e Lis 

2 5 75 * Romane viii. 26. „ 
deratt 4 Eph. vi. 18. 5 Jude, 2: 20. 0 ar 
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the Collect at tbe — vou im- 


. God — Cleanſe the thoughts of our 
4 hearts by the Inſpiration of thy Holy Spirit. 
In the Collect for Quinquageſima, you be- 
ſeoch the Lord, Send thy Holy Ghoſt, and Ml © 
s pour into our hearts that moſt excellent 
4 giſt of charity, &c. At Eaſter, you ac- 
- knowledge: that God * by his ſpecial grace 
5 preventing 1s;' does put into our minds good 
« ' defires.”. On Sunday after Aſcenfion-daj 
yo « beſeech the King of Glory not to 
leave us comfortleſs, but to ſend to #48 his 
« Hoh Gigl to comfort us.” On the Ninth 
| Sunday after Trinity, you. ſay, “ Grant to 

be us, Lord, we beſeech thee, the Spirit i 
_ . ' think and to do always ſuch things as be 
1 uh rightful,” is Ke. On the Tenth Sunday 
8 | after Tri nity, you intreat, Let thy merci 
ful ears, O Lord, be opened: to th 
4 prayers of tby humble ſervants; and, that 
46 « they may obtain their petitions, mat! 
© them to aſt ſuch things as ſhall pleaſ 
bi 255 « thee.” And, on the Nineteenth Sunda 
ee , et age 
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oe Teaity, 3 , you we cc Fo 0 God, eln ; 
e 48 without thee -WE. are not able to pleaſe | 
« thee, mercifully grant that thy Holy Spirit | 
e may in ate. ny: direct and h our | 
05 _ 25 
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- Wa Sie, are : ths 1 e a ; 
winks ſupplications, which are uſed, ſome 


daily, others weekly, and others annually in 


your. Churches; with the ſentiments of 


them I do molt fervently join, and fo do by 


far the greater. part of Diſſenters. And 


what, Sir, do they expreſz, but /hat the Holy 


Spirit doth help our inſirmities; and eſpectally 
in te important duty of prayer? You muſt; 

therefore, as. a confihent Minifter of the 
Church, beware that you do not raſhly 
bring the charge of enthuſiaſm againſt 
others, who believe in the influences of the 


ſame Divine Comforter, which your 0 own 
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| Should you | condeſcend to aſk me Sh 
the 
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0 Py 15 ; Spotted to "help: our infir- 
mities? 1 reply,—not to inſpire us, as he did 
the Apoſtles and Prophets, with new revela- 
Hons and words immediately dictated to our 
minds, without any previous knowledge, 
| thought, or endeavours ; but, by his graci- 
ous influences, he compoſes and tranquillizes 
the Soul; fills it with a reverential awe of 
the Divine Preſence; makes it ſenſible of 
its wants and miſeries ; enables it to recol- 
le. expreſſive language, ſuitable to our 
ideas and feelings; Hits it with faith, fer- 
vour, and hope, to plead the promiſes of 
God, through. Jeſus Chriſt, and to offer 
our thankſgiyings with gratitude. Thus, 
Sir, I preſume, the Spirit wh Haie together 
i! with, and « over * * 5 od ; to diſcou- 
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{M66 «node? Dl ii, ah 6 Col. 
« | both adjuvat; ; as when another man. ſets to his 
« ſhoulder to bear a part with us, in 1 of N 
66 era E 10 ! ut 1 5 5. 285 


rage Lex oth. on . one ssd, and 
. the other. „ 
it wala be 55 to nike Ge aninad- : 
verſions on your Sermon; but as the de- 
ce of our own principles, and not an a. 

tack upon yours, was my original aim, 1 
now take my leave, with great reſp for 
our character; with my moſt. cordial | 


th my fervent prayer, in the language of | 
Hour own Church, that w Almighty God, 1 
„who alone worketh great marvels, may 

4 ſend down upon our Biſhops and | Curates, 
5 and all Congrogations OTIS. to their ö 


"bs; Tillotſon, thou oh. an | ovens for en 
and does not pow to be a great friend to © extem- 
pore effuſions, (a term which he uſes with ſome dife 
crimination) "A a by the ſame ſpirit we are aſſiſted 
in our prayers to God, and directed what to aſk. of 

* him,” and after quoting the above-mentioned text, 
adds—* that is, he ſuggeſts. to us, ſuch petitions | and re- 
t queſts, as are fit for us to put up to God.” See Til- 
lotſon's Setmon on the ordinary Influence of the * 
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iſhes for your health and proſperity ; and _ 
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cc charge, the healthful Spirit of his grace, 
* & and that they may truly pleaſe him, pour 
di 7 them the continual dew of his bleſt 
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1% Your moſt humble Servant, 
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